Remapping of the Humpleu Cave, Romania: Rapport 2007

The camp

The remapping camp was held between July 21 and 29, 2007. Around 30 cavers from Romania, Switzerland, Germany, Austria, and Portugal participated. Due to the excellent weather conditions, many objectives have been fulfilled. With up to five simultaneously active mapping groups, a total of 4.6 km were remapped. This constitutes a new record, despite the fact that the parts that are to be remapped are now quite far from the entrance, so that traveling to those sites takes between 2 to 4 hours. The total remapped length is now approximately 18 km, and another 6-8 km of old data can probably be used, so that more than half of the cave is now remapped. Again, this year we found new passages, mostly in the Affluent zone, which now requires serious climbing efforts in chimneys.

Figure 1 (annexed) shows the currently remapped part of the cave, with the passages remapped 2007 in red. The inset shows the old map of the cave, for comparison and length estimates.

What was done?

- In the stream passage before the first semi-sump, several chimneys were climbed with a pole and subsequently mapped. Several connections to the fossil parts were established.

- After the first semi-sump and up to the seventh semi-sump, all accessible side passages were mapped.

- We rechecked parts of the passages after the fourth semi-sump as the first remapping attempt was poor. The leads between semi-sumps 5th and 7th (including parts within the 7th) were mapped.

- An old fossil cave (Sura mare) located above the Humpleu but genetically connected to this one, was mapped. It is a very large room, however without continuation.

- The continuation of the fossil part (Sala Halasi) was mapped including several side passages. There are still more lateral passages to be mapped.

- The upstream fossil parts, which can only be reached by passing the first two semi-sumps, were remapped. They are still far from being finished, having multiple lateral passages and also some shafts.

- Along the affluent, the main continuation was found and mapped. It ends in a zone with large chimneys.

- The superficial map to the ponor above the affluent was also mapped. The superficial topo and the chimneys overlap quite well, however there are still 25 m of relief to be overcome.

Future activities

Remapping will continue!

In 2008, it is highly possible to finish the fossil part that is accessible directly through the main entrance. However, this means that in the coming years, the weather conditions are primordial for the success, since all the other parts imply passing the semi-sumps. This (as well as the distance from the entrance) will be the main reason top see in the future fewer participants (less supporting members), but more well-trained cavers (both for aquatic and vertical exploration/mapping).
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