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         FEDERATION SPELEOLOGIQUE EUROPEENNE 
 

 
FSE GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING 

EXTRAORDINARY SESSION 
Tuesday 26 th of August 2008 
in Lans en Vercors, France 

 
 
Reported by Olivier Vidal 
 
Nota Bene : In this Extraordinary General Assembly Meeting (XGAM), the FSUE has 
changed its name to FSE during the vote of the point 12. So up to the point 12 we will 
use the name FSUE, and then, the name FSE. 
 
 
Introduction  
 
The FSUE General Assembly meeting was held in Lans en Vercors on the mythic 
karstic plateau of Vercors in the northern French Alps, during the 4th European 
Speleological Congress, 3rd EuroSpeleo Forum, organised by the French Federation 
of Speleology (FFS). Juan Carlos Lopez, FSUE president, chaired the meeting. 
 
The FSUE Bureau members and the country delegates wish to thank the FFS and its 
president, Laurence Tanguille, to have received them during Vercors 2008, as well 
as the organizing committee. 
 
The meeting starts at 9h30. 
 
 
Present participants of the GA meeting  
 
Voting countries delegates : 
 
Bureau members : Juan Carlos Lopez (President, Spain), Jean-Claude Thies 
(Treasurer, Luxembourg), Olivier Vidal (Secretary General, France) 
 
Other delegates : Thomas Gustafsson (Sweden), Bärbel Vogel & Stephan Marks 
(Germany), Jose Antonio Berrocal (Spain), Szabolcs Leel-Ossy & Csaba Egri 
(Hungary), Viorel Lascu & Roman Costache (Romania), Michele Sivelli (Italy), 
Manuel Freire (Portugal), Peter Magdolen (Slovenia), Glenn Jones (UK), Marjan 
Temovski & Oliver Gichevski (FYRO. Macedonia), Alexey Zhalov (Bulgaria), Uros 
Askamovic & Misic Robert (Serbia), Ditta Ziansko & Marcin Gala (Poland), Jean-
Marc Mattlet (Belgium), Patrick Deriaz & Roman Hapka (Switzerland) 
+ 2 non-voting Greek delegates Fannis Ellinas (HSS) and Nikos Mitsakis (FHS) (cf. 
point 5). 
 
Heads of Commissions : Christiane Grebe (ECPC, Germany) 
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Observers : Iria Epalza (European Parliament, Spain), Andy Eavis (UIS President, 
UK), Lambros Makrostogivs & Stelios Zacharias (FHS, Greece), Wietske van den 
Berge (Netherlands),  
 
Excused : Ged Campion (Vice-President, UK), Monaco and Lithuania delegates. 
 
 
Opening speech  
 
In the name of the Bureau, the FSUE secretary general, Olivier Vidal, welcomes all 
participants for this XGA meeting. The agenda of the meeting has been established 
by the Bureau and sent to the delegates. The corresponding topics are developed in 
the report below. 
 
 
1. Quorum - Presentation of voting delegates and ob serving countries  
 
The FSUE counts 18 full members + 3 members to be confirmed at point 4 
(Lithuania, FYR. of Macedonia and Ireland). So the quorum of a minimum of 9 voting 
delegates is reached with 17 countries present or represented (presence of 17 
delegates). Only Monaco is not represented in spite of having paid their fee. Austria, 
though is not a member, made a contribution of 20 euros to the FSUE as a donation 
for the year 2007-2008. Denmark has only 3 active cavers this year and do not come 
to the Vercors 2008. Czech republic decided not to be a member in 2007. For the EU 
countries we are still waiting for the answer of Slovenia and the Netherlands. 
 
The GA accepts the points, included in the meeting Agenda, that have been added 
after the version sent by registered mail 3 months before the GAM. 
 
 
2. Welcome of new member countries  
 
Since last year we have 5 new members : one as EU-member (Poland) and 4 as new 
European non-EU members (Switzerland, Monaco, Serbia and FYRO. Macedonia). 
 
The FSUE warmly welcomes them among the big European speleological family. 
 
 
3. Approval of reduced membership fees  
 
One request has been received from Lithuania to pay 15 euros instead of 56 euros. 
 
This request is adopted at unanimity minus 2 abstentions. 
 
 
4. Vote about fees paid after time limit  
 
3 member countries have paid their 2007-2008 fee after the limit date of the 30th of 
June 2008 : Lithuania, FYR. of Macedonia and Ireland. 
 
The GA accepts at unanimity these 3 countries to be full voting members for the 
period 2007-2008 and for this XGAM. 
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Thus the FSUE comprises a total of 21 full member countries. 18 are present, 1 is 
represented (Lithuania gave a proxy to Luxembourg). 18 countries only are voting (cf 
point 5) and 2 countries are absent with no proxy (Monaco and Ireland). 
 
 
5. Possibility of multiple organisations from a sin gle country  
 
* Face to the passed and present situations where several organisations of a same 
countries proposed different FSUE delegates without consultation, it has been 
proposed to open the possibility to accept different organisations for a same country. 
 
This possibility is rejected by the GA at 15 voices against, 1 for and 2 abstentions. 
 
 
* Then it is studied the situation of Greece where 2 organisations are asking the 
membership. The HSS that was representing Greece up to now in the FSUE and the 
FHS that is officially requesting the Greek FSUE delegation since end of 2007. They 
have brought a letter that is read to the FSUE GA : 
 
“Dear delegates, The bureau of the Hellenic Federation of Speleology (FHS) would 
like to thank all of you who have offered advice and suggestions for the “Greek 
problem” with the representation of Greece in today’s XGAM. The HSS is an historic 
club, which has represented Greece in the past both to the FSUE and UIS GAM. 
Through discussions we have had with you, we realize that this long history of 
representation and cooperation with the HSS club places you in a difficult position as 
regards to the choice of representative of Greece for the present meeting (agenda : 
point 5).  
Following your advice we make the following proposal of conciliation : The FHS will 
represent Greece with voting Delegate and accepts for the present meeting the HSS 
club to provide the Vice-Delegate as honorific recognition of the club’s history and its 
importance to Speleology in Greece. We trust in your wise decision. With respect, 
For the council of the FHS, The President & The Secr. General.” 
 
After the reading of this letter, the HSS representative wants to say that HSS does 
not agree with this proposal and ask the FSUE delegates not to vote for HSS as 
Greek voting organisation. 
 
It is asked to both organisations how many cavers there are in Greece. The HSS 
answers that there are about 800 cavers and the FHS answers that there exist about 
700 cavers in Greece. 
 
The vote on the representation of Greece gives the following result : 
- FHS as voter : 1 
- HSS as voter : 0 
- None as voter : 8 voices 
- Abstentions : 9 
So Greece is considered as a full FSUE member, and has voice but no vote for this 
XGAM. 
 
So the number of votes for each following point is 18 and the majority of the 2/3 is 12 
votes. 
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* Finally a proposal from Spain is studied. It is proposed to add at the end of the 
article 1 of the Statutes the following sentence : 
“The countries must be recognized by the European Council or the United Nations”. 
 
This proposal is accepted at unanimity. 
 
 
6. Approval of last General Assembly Meeting report  
 
Last GAM report of Visby is approved at unanimity minus 1 abstention. 
 
 
7. Situation of the 27 EU countries  
 
Jean-Claude Thies explains the situation of the 27 EU countries + the new European 
non-EU countries members of the FSUE : 
 
Code Full Members : Confirmed Delegate Presence at 

XGAM 2008 
BE BELGIUM  Jean-Marc Mattlet 
BG BULGARIA  Alexey Zhalov 
CH* SWIZERLAND Patrick Deriaz 
DE GERMANY  Stephan Marks / Christiane Grebe 
ES SPAIN  Juan Carlos Lopez 
FR FRANCE  Olivier Vidal 
GB GREAT BRITAIN  Glenn Jones 
GR GREECE  To be voted by GA 
HU HUNGARIA  Szabolcs Leél-Össy 
IE IRELAND  Absent 
IT ITALY  Michele Sivelli 
LT LITHUANIA  Proxy JCT 
LU LUXEMBOURG  Jean-Claude Thies 
MC* MONACO (absent) Georges Castellano 
MK* FYR. of MACEDONIA Marjan Temovski/Oliver Gichevski 
PL POLAND Ditta Kicinska 
PT PORTUGAL  Manuel Freire 
RO ROMANIA  Viorel Lascu 
RS* SERBIA Uros Aksamovic 
SE SWEDEN  Thomaz Gustavsson / Mats Lind 
SK SLOVAKIA Peter Magdolen / Peter Bella 
(*) New non-EU full member countries since 2007 GAM 
 
EU countries not Yet Members : Observations 
AUSTRIA  Made a 20 euros donations in 2007-2008 
DENMARK  Only 3 active cavers this year, don’t come to Lans. 
SLOVENIA  Jasmina Rijavec – answer pending 
THE NETHERLANDS  Will be observer at the XGAM 
CZECH REPUBLIC  Decided not to be a member early 2007 
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EU countries with no Speleological Organisation : 
CYPRUS, ESTONIA, FINLAND, LATIVA, MALTA. 
 
 
8. Short report of the Bureau 2007-2008  
 
The general report of the FSUE for 2005-2007 is read by the 4 Bureau members. 
Here it is°: 
 
Major advancements (JCL) : 
This year has been deeply marked by the development of the activities of the 
Protection Commission. The FSUE Bureau would like to congratulate Christiane 
Grebe and all her team for the very good job that have been done. 
 
Not only the ECPC has developed a real European project for Cave protection in 
Europe, but also they have with the help of national federations, like the German 
VdHK, and the UIS Protection Commission, made a great step ahead in terms of 
relationships with the EU parliament. We’ll hear with interest their report afterwards. 
 
 
Internal and Public representation (OV) : 
To give you a short summary of all the meetings that the members of the FSUE 
Bureau have made, here are the main meetings (about 20 meetings for these 2 years 
) we have done, together or separately : 
1/ 1 Bureau meetings : Paris on February 2008. 
2/ 2 Meetings at the European Commission in Brussels : Jan & March 2008 
4/ 6 Meetings with national boards and FSUE stands : Italy on Nov 2007, UK on Sept 
2007; Switzerland on Sept 2007 and April 2008, Portugal on May 2008, Vercors 
(France) on this week. 
5/ 1 FSUE-UIS Meeting : Paris on Feb 2008. 
7/ 9 European Congress organisation meetings in Lans-en-Vercors : from Aug 2007 
to July 2008. 
 
 
EuroSpeleo Projects (CG) : 
Now we would like to give some news since Kalamos, concerning the new 
« EuroSpeleo Projects ». These projects, for the moment financed by the own FSUE 
budget only, involve at least 5 European countries, with financial grants from 100 to 
500 euros. For 2008 Up to now we have received 3 projects applications that have 
been approved : 
1/ The “European cave project” expedition in Lao that have gathered 6 European 
countries + Lao cavers. 
2/ The 4th International Cave Diving Congress in France that have gathered 7 
European countries 
3/ A survey camp in Romania that have gathered 8 European countries 
 
 
European License (JCT) : 
About the European license, the Bureau has worked a lot in order to establish a 
common project for the proportional fee system. We’ll present you this project here 
after. 
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The General Report is approved at unanimity minus 1 abstention. 
 
The Belgian delegate says that he is very happy that many interesting activities are 
carried out by the FSUE since 2005. 
 
 
9. Annual report of the FSUE Protection Commission 2007- 2008 & Head of 
Commission election  
 
Christiane Grebe, in charge of the ECPC presents the annual report of the Protection 
commission for its first year of existence. See report in annex. 
 
The report is accepted at unanimity minus 1 abstention by the GAM. 
 
Then the General Assembly proceed to the election of the Head of the FSE 
Protection Commission (ECPC). There is one Candidate : Christiane Grebe 
 
Result : Elected at the unanimity of the voters as Head of the ECPC for 4 years up to 
2012. 
 
The General Assembly warmly thanks Christiane and her team for the good work and 
encourage to keep it on. 
 
 
10. Financial report 2007-2008  
 
The financial report of the FSUE for 2007-2008 is distributed to the delegates and 
presented by the Treasurer (see annexe). 
 
The financial report is approved at unanimity minus 2 abstentions. 
 
 
11. Change to proportional membership fees & system  of 1 to 5 voices per 
country  
(Statut. Art. 8,12,22,23,26,28,29,32 & IR Art 8,9,23) 
 
This point is the main one of this XGAM, since it is the reason why the GA decided 
last year to organise this XGAM this year. This debate is a long one (almost 10 
years), and deep discussions happened last year in Sweden about it. The idea is to 
give a number of voting delegates from 1 to 5 according to the number of cavers, and 
to have a fee proportional to the number of cavers (11 cents per caver + 11 euros per 
organisation). The following rules have been agreed among the Bureau : 
- Each country is represented at least by a delegate and a vice-delegate even if it has 
one voice 
- In order to have the maximum number of voices, the country should physically or by 
proxy have the number of corresponding delegates 
- In case of the absence of one or several delegates, a country can do proxies, to the 
other delegates of its country or from other countries. 
- Each delegate can hold a maximum of two proxies 
 



 
GAM – 26 Aug 2008 - Page 7 

F.S.E. – BP.3067 – L-1030 Luxembourg - Email : contact@eurospeleo.org – http://www.eurospeleo.org 

The subject has been explained more and more during the past year and every 
country could do its own opinion about it. A new debate happen during this XGAM, 
each delegate giving his/her opinion and arguments. 
 
The final vote is : 
11 voices for 
0 voices against 
7 abstentions 
The vote is negative since it has to be approved by the 2/3 of the present or 
represented delegates (12 voices). 
 
The GA decides at unanimity that for the year 2008-2009 the 3 slices fees will be 58 / 
140 / 400 euros. 
 
The GA also decides at unanimity to extend its authorisation for Belgium for half-
reduced membership fee to the year 2008-2009. 
 
 
12. Change of name from FSUE to FSE  
 
After the opening last year of the FSUE to non-EU countries, the Bureau proposes 
this year to change the name of the FSUE to FSE : 
 
Official name : Fédération Spéléologique Européenne 
Official acronym : FSE 
Name in English: European Speleological Federation 
Name in Latin for the logo : Europae Spelaeologica Foederatio 
 
This proposal is approved at unanimity minus 3 abstentions (15 voices on 18). 
 
At this point of the GAM, 2 voting delegates leave the room and the number of 
countries present or represented is 16 (majority of the 2/3 at 11 voices). 
 
 
13. Change of statutes for the registration of the FSE 
(Statut. Art 3,10,26) 
 
In order to comply with the law of Luxembourg where the FSE has its headquarters, 
we need to change the statutes : 
 
* Art 3 : Add “ Grand Duchy of ” Luxembourg 
* Art 10 : Add “The number of member countries can not be less than three.” 
* Art 26 (about Annual fees) : Add “this amount can not be more than 10.000 euros” 
 
These points are approved at unanimity minus 1 abstention (15 voices on 16). 
The Statutes articles 3, 10 and 26 are changed accordingly. 
 
 
14. Internal Regulations of the Protection Commissi on 
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Christiane Grebe, Head of the Protection Commission, presents a project of text for 
the internal regulations of the commission. The text is not finalised but it presents the 
main principles to be followed. 
 
These principles are approved at unanimity minus 1 abstention (15 voices on 16). 
The final text will be presented to the GA next year. 
 
 
15. European cave protection declaration & Charta  
 
Chritiane Grebe presents the project of Written declaration (WD 66) to be signed by 
the half the EU deputies in Brussels. It is requested to each country : 

- to ask its EU deputies to sign the WD66 
- to send to the ECPC its national legislation on cave protection 
- to fully support the WD 

 
This proposal is approved at unanimity minus 1 abstention (15 voices on 16). 
 
It is informed then that the project of European Charta on Cave protection will be built 
during this European congress and proposed by email o all delegates and the ECPC 
workgroup. The final text will be presented to the GA next year. 
 
 
16. Adoption of FSE-FEALC Agreement  
 
Juan Carlos presents to the GA the proposal of agreement that have been signed by 
both FSE and FEALC presidents and approved by FEALC GA on February 2008 in 
Malargue, Argentina. In order to be valid, this agreement needs to be approved by 
the FSE GA. 
 
Some delegates regret the commercial aspect of this agreement in spite of its great 
interest that represent the development of connections between Latin American and 
European cavers. 
 
This agreement is approved by 11 voices and 5 abstentions on 16 voices. 
 
 
17. Organisation of EuroSpeleo Forum 2009, 2010 &20 11. 
 
A call will be sent to the national organisations for the organisation of the EuroSpeleo 
Forums of the 3 coming years. 
 
Spain and Portugal explain that they might be interested to organise it for 2010. 
 
The application will need to be sent to the Bureau by the 30th of September 2008. 
 
 
18. Provisional Budget 2008-2009  
 
The Treasurer, Jean-Claude Thies, presents the proposal of budget for 2008-2009 : 
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Budget Plan 2008 - 2009 pending 
EuroSpeleo Forum 2009    500 
EuroSpeleo Projects   2500 
Meetings      200 
Stamps, Office, Copies    400 
EuroSpeleo Newsletter    600 
Commercial items (stickers)   500 
ECPC       500 
Internet      100 
15th ICS presence, stand    100 

Total 5400 euros 
 
This budget is approved at unanimity minus 2 abstentions (14 voices on 16). 
 
 
19. Election of Bureau members Treasurer & Vice-sec retary  
 
The positions of Treasurer and Vice-secretary have become vacant because of the 
leave of : 

- Thomaz Gustafson from the Vice-secretary position on October 2007 
- Jean-Claude Thies who informed on July 2008 that he would resign from the 

Treasurer position at the end of the GAM in Vercors 
 
According to the article 11 of the Internal Regulations, these 2 positions go up to 
2011 like the position of Vice-president. For information, the positions of President 
and Secretary General will be renewed in 2009. 
 
The Bureau has already received by email the candidature of Alexey Zhalov from 
Bulgaria, for the position of Vice-secretary. 
After a last call the Bureau receive the written candidature of Manuel Freire from 
Portugal, for the position of Treasurer. 
 
Here is the result of the elections : 
 
Treasurer position 
Manuel Freire : 15 voices, 1 abstention 
 
Vice-secretary 
Alexey Zhalov : 14 voices, 2 abstentions 
 
Both candidates are elected and the GA congratulates them for their election. 
 
The new Bureau is comprised of : 
President : Juan Carlos Lopes (up to 2009) 
Vice-President : Ged Campion (up to 2011) 
General Secretary : Olivier Vidal (up to 2009) 
Treasurer : Manuel Freire (up to 2011) 
Vice-Secretary : Alexey Zhalov (up to 2011) 
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20. Miscellaneous  
 
It is proposed by some delegates to open the positions of the Bureau to persons, 
members of the FSE national organisation, who are not delegates or vice-delegates. 
 
This proposal will be submitted to next GAM in 2009. 
 
 
The meeting ends at 13.00 
 
 

*** 
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Annual Report 2007/2008 

European Cave Protection Commission  
 

Christiane Grebe, Head of Commission 
 
 

I. Founding of the European Cave Protection Commission 
 
August 2007: During the Baltic Speleological Congress in Visby, Gotland several speleologists 
from different European countries (Luxembourg, Sweden, France, UK, Greece, Romania and 
Germany) signed on a list to be interested to work on cave protection Europe wide. One special 
aim was to create a European Protection Label after the idea of  
 
September 2007: The people of this workgroup agreed on centralising the first activities on 
Christiane Grebe. A mail was sent to the European network in order to find more people from 
other countries, who are interested in helping to build up this group and help European cave 
protection. After this mail the workgroup consists of speleologists from Austria, Bulgaria, France, 
Germany, Greece, Luxembourg, Norway, Portugal, Poland, Romania, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, UK and later co-operating partner in Russia. 
 
October 2007: An internet forum as part of the Speleo Forum on the FSUE homepage was started 
and the members were asked to send in their ideas about the work of this new commission:  
 
goals:  
- creating a real European Protection Workgroup (with members from all countries) 
- setting up the "EuroSpeleo Protection Label" for exemplary cave environmental actions 
- setting up European actions and try to finance them at European level (EU Programs like Life, 
Natura 2000, etc) 
- proposing a new European Law or Directive according to the IUCN Guidelines 
- helping to Propose new national laws or directives 
- establishing the European Cave Protection Workgroup as main contact for environmental 
protection in karst and caves areas (for all countries etc.) 
... 
 
objectives: 
- inventorying the existing legislation/actions (positive and negative) in each country on cave 
protection (For this purchase I write a mail to every federation and all delegates.) 
- adoption/translation of the IUCN “Guidelines for Cave and Karst Protection” in all countries 
- the FSUE could introduce some kind of guidelines: e.g. “10 things cavers can do to protect 
caves”  
- translation of the N.S.S. “Guide to responsible Caving” 
- providing informations about cave and karst protection for public authorities etc. 
- download area with informations, important paper, news, presentations about cave protection 
- creating a network and share information on how to protect caves 
- setting up a political lobby for cave protection in Europe 
- helping the countries to protect the national speological heritage 
- finding co-operations partners 
... 
 
November 2007: On the 10th of November in Ramsau, Germany the 1st meeting of the European 
Cave Protection Commission was held during “alpine underground 2007”, an international 
congress on Alpine Speleology. During this meeting topics like the organisation of the 
commission, the public performance, the subjects of work and special topics were discussed. 
Please see the attached report from this meeting!  
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From the 19th-21st November Christiane Grebe attended a lobbyist trip to Brussels and made up 
the first contacts to EU deputies. The aim of this trip organised by the European Policy 
Coordination office of the DNR (http://www.eu-koordination.de/) was to learn the techniques 
and strategies of networking, lobbyism and building up contacts in Brussels. 
 
December 2007: The ECPC receives an invitation to a meeting in Brussels about cave protection 
and during all December and January this was prepared. The 1st brochure of the ECPC and the 
homepage was created, which you can reach under http://protection.eurospeleo.org. Here I 
would like to thank all commission members and friends of cave protection Europe, who helped 
by sending articles, legislative regulations texts, pictures and many things to us. Without this help 
we would not have been able to prepare everything. 
 
January 2008: On the 24th January Jean-Pierre Bartholeyns (President of the UIS Department of 
Protection and Management), Bärbel Vogel (President of the German Speleological Federation) 
and Christiane Grebe for the European Cave Protection Commission attended the first meeting 
about cave protection in the European Parliament.  
As result the participants agreed on a declaration about cave protection to the European 
Commission, which is now in progress. Furthermore the "Karst environment and Cave 
Protection Forum" was founded under the leadership of Mikel IRUJO AMEZAGA. During 
the stay in Brussels Bärbel Vogel and Christiane Grebe had also a short meeting with Dr. 
Philippe Quevauviller, EC Environmental Policy Officer, and talked with him about karst 
water protection. Both are now in the official mailing list and keep in touch with him.  

 
Viorel Lascu in his position as operator for the public politics work team prepared a 
strategy paper for the ECPC. 
 
February 2008:  The 1st “EuroSpeleo Protection Label” was launched.  

During Vercors 2008 one unique qualitative cave protection project from all over Europe 
will be awarded for the first time with this European award with 500 €. 
The aim of the EuroSpeleo Protection Label is to support the active cave protection in the 
speleo clubs, commitees, national commissions, etc, all over Europe and to share this 
knowledge European wide. Many cavers and speleological structures are inventing 
specific solutions, which can be shared with the whole European speleological 
community, in order to adapt these cave protection solutions in other European countries. 
The FSUE / ECPC would like to award qualitative projects which can help to find better 
solutions for cave protection among the speleological community. And this award should 
be also a financial support to continue this important work that you carry out in your 
country, because we all need to preserve the speleological heritage for the next 
generations. We will publish the winning project and other qualitative projects on our 
homepage in order to encourage the exchange of ideas and strategies for cave 
protection in Europe. 

From 15th-16th February Christiane Grebe attended the bureau meeting of the FSUE 
together with the UIS in Paris, France and reported the activities to the bureau and 
discussed future activities. 

On the 17th February 2008 Christiane Grebe, Viviana Lugo and Olivier Vidal attended a 
meeting in Lyon, France, where the in co-operation with the National Park Vercors and 
the FFS the 1st EuroSpeleo Protection Symposium was prepared. Mikel Irujo Amezaga, 
Member of the European Parliament agreed on taking over the patronage of the 
symposium. 
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March 2008 : In march the preparation of the symposium started and the homepage was 
updated regularly. Beside that the commission board on having Ana Sofia Reboleira as 
operator for the publications work team.  

April 2008:  From the 5th to the 8th April Viorel Lascu, Ioana Meleg and Christiane Grebe 
had a working meeting for ECPC. During these days they had the opportunity to talk with 
Oana Moldavan from the Speleological Institute in Cluj, Romania about co-operations 
with scientist for cave protection in Europe. Beside this Viorel Lascu, Ioana Meleg and 
Christiane Grebe made a cave tour in Cziur Izbuc with a Romanian TV team to promote 
the protection and further study of this unique cave. 

On the 19th April Christiane Grebe attended the meeting of the Swiss Cave Protection 
Commission in Undervelier, Switzerland. 

New cave in ICE Tunnel in Thuringia;  Germany 
A big and beautiful cave was discovered on march 30th, when digging a tunnel for the 
ICE railway line (from Erfurt to Nürnberg). First it was only a small hole, they tried to fill it 
up with 500 m3 concrete - no chance. When digging further they found a big cave. Cavers 
of the Thuringian caving club could visit the very beautiful cave (many speleothemes, 3 
lakes) and they recognised, that the natural drainage was blocked by the concrete so that 
the water level of the lakes was rising by 12 cm per hour. After 3 hours the cavers had to 
leave the cave and the entrance was closed with concrete forever. So it was not possible 
to complete the documentation of the whole cave. 

The ECPC such as Mikel Irujo Amezaga, Member of the European Parliament, and Jean-
Pierre Bartholeyns, UIS Department of Protection and Management published an official 
statement about construction projects in karst areas to help the German Federation. It 
came up that this is an international problem, as Austria and Switzerland also wrote 
papers about it. See attached files. 

May 2008: 1st Jornadas Científicas de Espeleologia in Portugal. From the 1st-4th May 
2008 Olivier Vidal, general secretary of the FSUE and member of the ECPC-commission 
board, and Ana Sofia Reboleira, member of the ECPC-commission board and operator 
for the publications work team, participated in the congress and gave a presentation with 
public discussion about the ECPC. 

June/July 2008:  At the moment the preparation of EuroSpeleo Protection Symposium 
continues and the work in Brussels for the declaration on cave protection, too.  

Bärbel Vogel and Christiane Grebe were accepted for the 12th European Roundtable on 
Sustainable Consumption and Production - erscp2008, Berlin, 23. - 25. September 2008 
hosted by the 5th BMBF Forum for Sustainability (http://www.fona.de/en/index.php) as 
poster presentation with “Safe Nature – Use industry gypsum” about the destruction of 
the biggest gypsum karst area in Europe in Germany and its destruction for industrial 
production. 
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State of Art of the commission board: 

Christiane Grebe, Germany  head of commission 

Ioana Meleg, Romania  secretary of commission 

Viviana Lugo, France  secretary of commission 

Olivier Vidal, France   technical adviser for European relations, financing and programs 

Viorel Lascu, Romania   operator "public politics work team" 

Ana Sofia Reboleira, Portugal   operator "publications work team"  

vacancies   

Position currently available.    operator "public appearance and campaign work team"  

Position currently available.    operator "technical and scientific cave protection"  

Position currently available.    operator "legislation work team" 

 
 Results of the 1st year of work 

� building up a European workgroup with members of over 20 countries 
� launching of the "EuroSpeleo Protection Label"  
� working on a EU cave protection declaration with the aim of proposing laws 
� establishing the European Cave Protection Commission as main contact for environmental 

protection for public authorities 
� translation of the IUCN “Guidelines for Cave and Karst Protection”: now also in Romanian and 

soon in Portuguese 
� working on different guidelines: e.g. “10 things cavers can do to protect caves” (work group “cave 

protection and publications”) 
� providing information about cave and karst protection for public authorities (ECPC brochure, 

official meetings, official statements) 
� building up of our homepage “http://protection.eurospeleo.org”  
� creating a network and share information on how to protect caves (e. g. 1st EuroSpeleo Protection 

Symposium” under the patronage of MEP Mikel Irujo) 
� setting up a political lobby for cave protection in Europe (ECPC membership in “Cave Protection 

and Karst Environment Forum” at the EU Parliament, presence at official events like lobbyist trips, 
conferences etc.) 

� helping the countries to protect the national speological heritage (e. g. official statements, etc.) 
� finding co-operations partners: IUCN, politicians... 

 
Christiane Grebe 
Head of Commission European Cave Protection Commission 
Fédération Spéléologique de l'Union Européenne 
Email: protection@eurospeleo.org 
web: http://protection.eurospeleo.org  
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FÉDÉRATION SPÉLÉOLOGIQUE DE L’ UNION EUROPÉENNE  

 
 
ref: FSUE_BALL_TRES2007_2008 
 

 
Edition: General Assembly 26/08/2008 (Vercors, FR)  

 

INCOME   2007 1/7-31/12 2399.00 
 
subscriptions     1639.00 
 
 
 
Vercors 08 subscription, IT     760.00 
 
INCOME   2008 1/1-30/06 4713.00 
 
subscriptions prior 2007    340.00 
subscriptions 2007-2008  3353.00 
donation        20.00 
 
 
 
Vercors 08 donation proceedings 1000.00 
 
 
 

OUTGOING   2007 1/7-31/12 2202.58 
 
internet hosting     10.58 
ESP 01 & 02    858.00 
office,       70.00 
EuroSpeleo Congress 2008  504.00 
Vercors 08 subscription, IT  760.00 
 
OUTGOING   2008 1/1-30/06 2748.35 
 
ESP 03 & 04 & 05   833.39 
EuroSpeleo Forum 2007-2008 851.47 
Internet hosting     21.29 
office       42.00 
taxes           .20 
 
Vercors 08 donation proceedings 1000.00 
 
 

Total IN 2007 - 2008            7112.00 Total OUT  2007 - 2008          4950.93 
  
 BALANCE: 2007-2008   + 2161.07 EUR 
 
 
having on our account in Luxembourg: June 30, 2008 TOTAL FUND 16 697.23 EUR 
 
 
         FSUE Treasurer, 30/06/2008 

Jean-Claude Thies, 
Luxembourg 

 
notes:  all values in EUR 
 

FSUE - FINANCES 2007 – 2008 
01/07/2007 - 30/06/2008 
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FÉDÉRATION SPÉLÉOLOGIQUE DE L’ UNION EUROPÉENNE  

 
 
ref: FSUE_BALL_TRES2007_2008 
 

 
Edition : General Assembly August 26,2008 (Vercors,  FR) 

 
Subscriptions 2007-2008:  
BE - amendment (to 50% of rate) approved at GAM in Visby 2007 
LT - amendment (to 15.- instead of 56.-) requested at this XGAM 
HU - initiated their payment before June 30th, so is valid. 
LT, MK, IE - paid after june 30th. 
 
Payments done during period 01/07/2007 - 30/06/2008  
 
Budget Plan 2006 - 2007 forseen spend 
EuroSpeleo Forum 2007 (BSC Visby) 500 351.47 
4th European Congress (Vercors 2008) 500 504.00 
EuroSpeleo Projects 1500 1109.00 
ESP2007/01 PNG Siphons 500 > 500.- 
ESP2007/02 3th Cave diving Conf 350 > 350.- 
ESP2007/03 Brown Bear isothopes 250 > 259.- 
 
Budget Plan 2007 - 2008  forseen spend 
EuroSpeleo Forum 2008 (Vercors 2008) 500 500.00 
EuroSpeleo Projects 2000 570.00 
ESP2007/04 Humleu-Aim 200 >200.- 
ESP2007/05 Training Serbia 370 >370.- 
ESP2007/06 Apuane 2007 0 moral support only 
ESP2007/07 Unter Tage Alpin 2007 430 > accounts positive so no need for FSUE money 
Meetings 200 0 
Stamps, Office, Copies 400 112.00 
EuroSpeleo Newsletter 600 0 
Commercial items (stickers) 500 0 
Internet 100 31.87 
  

 
 
         FSUE Treasurer, 30/06/2008 

Jean-Claude Thies, 
Luxembourg 

 
notes:  all values in EUR 

COMMENTS 
FSUE - FINANCES 2007 – 2008 

01/07/2007 - 30/06/2008 


