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The Greek caving community gathered on the weekend of 22-24 September at the picturesque town of Monemvasia in the Peloponnese region of southern Greece for the purposes of the 9th Panhellenic Speleological Congress (PSC). About 150 people from 15 caving clubs participated in the weekend's events. The Panhellenic Speleological Congress was first held in 1998 and immediately became an annual fixture in the caving calendar. Since 1998, a PSC has been held every year in the autumn with participants coming from all the clubs in Greece. 
The Speleological Club of Taygetos-Parnon "POSEIDON" undertook to organize the event for 2006, under the aegis of the Hellenic Federation of Speleology (FHS). 

The event's schedule included:

a) Talks – presentations made by the members of the participating clubs. The 21 presentations made this year focused on the exploratory activities of the clubs during the year. 

b) Visits to caves in the area (horizontal and vertical caves). The most renowned and largest cave in the area to be visited by the speleologists is the "Trypa tou Voria" (a pothole of depth 48m and length 750m) with its uniquely beautiful speleothems and difficult approach on account of its narrow entrance (a small hole of 36 by 40 cm).

c) Activities for Chilrden, which included a visit to an easy horizontal cave "Pighaza" using caving helmets and torches, games and drawing activities based around the underground world and a guided visit the next day to "Larnax" the gorge of near-by Molaoi.

d) Competitions for the fastest ascent and descent of a rope using SRT and the fastest pick-off (using self-rescue techniques). The two competitions were held at the old bridge of Chranapa which is 19m high. 
e) Photograpohy competition, with three categories: Cave Entrance, Chamber, Caver in Action. 

f) Meetings of the committees for Cave-Rescue, Cave-Diving, Canyoning and of the Cave-Survey Community. 

In addition, in a separate area, exhibition space was made available to those clubs that wanted it. The clubs could use the space to display photographs of their activities and to make available whatever goods they had prepared, such as the by now well-established t-shirts (which were available in a large range of colours and designs), hats, DVDs, hand-made candles, and more. The proceeds usually go towards the support of the clubs. 

During the weekend, those present had the opportunity to attend the presentations, to take place in the caving-inspired games, to visit one of the most beautiful tourist destinations in the Peloponnese, namely Monemvasia with its ancient castle, and to enjoy the entertainment until the morning. The annual meeting closed with the agreement to host the next meeting, the 10th Panhellenic Speleological Congress in northern Greece, at the baths of Aridhaea.  
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The end

